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32.605

(c) Except as provided in paragraph
(d) of this section, the contracting offi-
cer should not issue a demand for pay-
ment if the contracting officer only be-
comes aware of the debt when the con-
tractor—

(1) Provides a lump sum payment or
submits a credit invoice. (A credit in-
voice is a contractor’s request to lig-
uidate the debt against existing unpaid
bills due the contractor); or

(2) Notifies the contracting officer
that the payment office overpaid on an
invoice payment. When the contractor
provides the notification, the con-
tracting officer shall notify the pay-
ment office of the overpayment.

(d) If a demand for payment was not
issued as provided for in paragraph (c)
of this section, the contracting officer
shall issue a demand for payment no
sooner than 30 days after the con-
tracting officer becomes aware of the
debt unless—

(1) The contractor has liquidated the
debt;

(2) The contractor has requested an
installment payment agreement; or

(3) The payment office has issued a
demand for payment.

(e) The contracting officer shall—

(1) Furnish a copy of the demand for
payment to the contractor by certified
mail, return receipt requested, or by
any other method that provides evi-
dence of receipt; and

(2) Forward a copy of the demand to
the payment office.

32.605 Final decisions.

(a) The contracting officer shall issue
a final decision as required by 33.211
if—

(1) The contracting officer and the
contractor are unable to reach agree-
ment on the existence or amount of a
debt in a timely manner;

(2) The contractor fails to liquidate a
debt previously demanded by the con-
tracting officer within the timeline
specified in the demand for payment
unless the amounts were not repaid be-
cause the contractor has requested an
installment payment agreement; or

(3) The contractor requests a
deferment of collection on a debt pre-
viously demanded by the contracting
officer (see 32.607-2).
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(b) If a demand for payment was pre-
viously issued for the debt, the demand
for payment included in the final deci-
sion shall identify the same due date as
the original demand for payment.

(c) The contracting officer shall—

(1) Furnish the decision to the con-
tractor by certified mail, return re-
ceipt requested, or by any other meth-
od that provides evidence of receipt;
and

(2) Forward a copy to the payment
office identified in the contract.

32.606 Debt collection.

(a) If the contractor has not lig-
uidated the debt within 30 days of the
date due or requested installment pay-
ments or deferment of collection, the
payment office shall initiate with-
holding of principal, interest, pen-
alties, and administrative charges. In
the event the contract is assigned
under the Assignment of Claims Act of
1940 (31 U.S.C. 3727 and 41 U.S.C. 15), the
rights of the assignee will be scru-
pulously respected and withholding of
payments shall be consistent with
those rights. For additional informa-
tion on assignment of claims, see Sub-
part 32.8.

(b) As provided for in the Debt Col-
lection Improvement Act of 1996 (31
U.S.C. 3711(g)(1)), payment offices are
required to transfer any debt that is
delinquent more than 180 days to the
Department of Treasury for collection.

(c) The contracting officer shall peri-
odically follow up with the payment of-
fice to determine whether the debt has
been collected and credited to the cor-
rect appropriation(s).

32.607 Installment payments and
deferment of collection.

(a) The contracting officer shall not
approve or deny a contractor’s request
for installment payments or deferment
of collections. The office designated in
agency procedures is responsible for ap-
proving or denying requests for install-
ment payments or deferment of collec-
tions.

(b) If a contractor has not appealed
the debt or filed an action under the
Disputes clause of the contract and the
contractor has submitted a proposal
for debt deferment or installment pay-
ments—
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